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Types of labels and tags
Paper Labels
◦ Economical option for low durability needs
◦ File folders, books, disposable inventory items

Polyester/Vinyl
◦ Moderate durability
◦ Typically includes a protective laminate to guard image
◦ Computer equipment, monitors, indoor equipment

Anodized Aluminum
◦ Most durable option
◦ Will withstand harsh chemicals, washes, heat, UV exposure, and more
◦ Tooling, autoclave trays, sterilized equipment, outdoor equipment

Least Durable

Most Durable



Types of Adhesive
Permanent
◦ For applications where you do not want to have the labels removed
◦ Premium acrylic adhesives will last the life of most assets

Tamper Evident
◦ For applications where transfer of labels need be prevented
◦ Upon removal, labels leave a patterned residue on the asset

Destructible
◦ Label will fragment on attempted removal
◦ Good for security seal applications



What is a barcode?
A Barcode is an optical machine-readable representation of data relating to the object to which 
it is attached (per Wikipedia)
◦ In other words, it is an image designed to be read by a scanner of some sort
◦ Once scanned, it relays the information encoded in the barcode to the attached system

Barcodes are constructed from either sets of parallel lines of varying widths (1D barcodes), or 
squares, circles, or other geometric shapes (2D barcodes)

Linear Barcode 2 Dimensional Barcode



Why use a barcode?
Automatic data capture!
◦ Manually entering data can lead to entry errors
◦ Barcodes allow the opportunity to capture and enter data almost immediately, with an insignificant 

error rate (1 error per 1.7 million scans for Code 39)

Improves company efficiency
◦ Reduced labor and rework costs
◦ Process improvement 

Allows for process versatility within a company

Saves $$$$$$!



Applications
Asset Management 
◦ Identify company assets with ease
◦ Track movement of assets
◦ Brand corporate assets with logos or company name

Check in/Checkout Facilities
◦ Simplify equipment check in/out processes
◦ Keep tabs on where equipment is, and where it has previously been

Inventory
◦ Use a quick barcode scan to initiate product reorders
◦ Save time and avoid manual typing

And many more!



Application (cont.)
Live Application:
◦ Main label applied to item
◦ Second label applied to outside of package (to prevent reopening of the box)
◦ Third label applied to receiving paperwork



Reader Technologies
LASER SCANNERS

Designed to read 1D barcodes

Work by reading reflectivity of the barcode

Typically emit a red line (laser)

CCD SCANNERS

Designed to read 1D and 2D barcodes

Work by taking an image of the barcode and 
decoding it



Reader Technologies (cont.)
As seen on the prior slide, there is not much visual difference between the scanner options

In fact, there are a wide variety of scanner options available
◦ Handheld scanners
◦ Mounted scanners
◦ Tablets with built in scanners
◦ Handheld computers (scan and process data)

How do you know what will work best for you?
◦ Depends on the application
◦ Different systems have different benefits
◦ Though, there are great similarities between most of the systems used



Open for discussion



Resources
www.ExpressCorp.com

http://www.expresscorp.com/Barcode-Glossary

http://www.expresscorp.com/Barcode-Guide

http://www.expresscorp.com/Resources

Express Inc. – Identification Made Simple

CustomerService@ExpressCorp.com

(858) 549 - 9828

http://www.expresscorp.com/
http://www.expresscorp.com/Barcode-Glossary
http://www.expresscorp.com/Barcode-Guide
http://www.expresscorp.com/Resources
mailto:CustomerService@ExpressCorp.com


Thank you!
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